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December 2018 Newsletter 
 

Principal’s Message 
 
You can now join the conversation and participate in setting the District priorities for 
the next four years. The OCDSB wants parents, guardians and community partners to 
share their thoughts about student learning and well-being.  We want to know what is 
important to you and what we do well; where we can improve; and what our 
priorities should be.  Your ideas and input will help to develop top priorities for the next 
4 years which will become the Board’s strategic plan.  Please check your email between 
November 21st and December 12th for a message inviting you to participate in an online 
conversation using Thoughtexchange.   
 
Our skating program will begin shortly after the Holiday Break and will run from January 
to March. If you have gently used skates and hockey helmets that no longer fit the 
members of your family, please consider donating them to the school.  We will gladly 
accept them. 
 
Last month, our students took part in many learning opportunities in the community.  
Students and staff boarded buses and travelled to various locations.  You will read 
about all their adventures and see their delight as they experience new and exciting 
things. 
 
The Holiday Break will be from December 24, 2018 to January 4, 2019.  We will return 
to school on Monday, January 7, 2019.   
 
Wishing everyone a happy and restful holiday break with family and friends. 
 
 
 
 
Louise Labonté 
Principal at Cambridge Street Community PS 

 



Remembrance Day Ceremony – Friday, November 9, 2018 
As November 11 was on a Sunday this year, we held our Remembrance Day Ceremony 
on Friday, November 9.  Every homeroom class made a wreath and made a 
presentation (e.g., read a poem) at the ceremony, some in both official languages, in 
French and English.   
 
Cambridge was built in 1898 and had former students serve in both WW1 and WW2. 
We recognize those individuals through the memorial board. 
 

 
 

  

 
 
Art activities with Susanna Donato, OCDSB Arts Instructional Coach  
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 
Fun Times Playing in the Snow! 
Students are finding all kinds of different ways of playing in the snow. 
 

 

 
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Skating Program starting in January 2019 

 
 
Every year, students in Grades 1 to 6 participate in the skating program at McNabb 
Arena. Please consider volunteering on skating days (Wednesdays) as we always 
appreciate the extra help tying skates, walking to and from the arena, and supervision 
on the ice.  We do have gently used skates and helmets for students who do not have 
any.  The skating program runs from January to March. 
 
 
Working Together  

The shirt team had just lost 3 games in a row and are creating a strategy (plan) to work 
together to win this round of "Capture the Chicken". Guess what? It worked! They 
captured the other team’s chicken! 
 

  
 

 

 
Pizza Day – Friday, December 21, 2018 
All Cambridge students will receive one free slice of pizza during the second nutrition 
break (1:40-2:00 p.m.). 
 
Donations from parents in general support of the free pizza initiative are welcomed.  
Cheques should be made payable to Cambridge School Council.  Cash donations will 
also be accepted. 



TD Grade One Book Giveaway Author Tour 

Author, Rebecca Bender, was selected as the 2018 TD Grade One Book Giveaway 
winner for her book, Giraffe and Bird.  Ms. Bender visited Ms. Sgabellone’s class on 
Wednesday, Nov. 14, 2018. Ms. Bender’s author fees and travel costs were covered by 
the sponsorship of the TD Bank.     
 
Ms. Bender also brought copies of other books she wrote and illustrated.  Every student 
in the class received a free copy of her book.  
 

  
 

 

A Grade 2 Poem 

This poem was written by Tina and Hai-My.  

The point was to use adjectives to describe an activity. 

The activity is building a puzzle. 

 

Puzzle 
The faces of the family. 

The blue cap and red shirt on the boy. 

Smiling dad, bored sister and tired mom. 

Mom has blue eyes. Greenish and blueish eyes on dad. 

The cute baby is crying in mom's arms. 

The big sister has a cute puppy. 

Smells of salty turkey come from the food to the family. 

A loving family. 

 



Baxter Outdoor Education Center 

Students in grades 1 to 6 went to the Baxter Outdoor Education Center on Thursday, 
Nov. 15.  The trip was made possible from the Community Environmental Grant 
Program and the TD Friends of the Environment Grant who generously provided funds 
to assist with transportation and programming costs for ten schools in the Ottawa area.  
Cambridge was one of the ten schools chosen.   
 
The outdoor environmental education program at Baxter provides students with 
interactive, experiential, curriculum-based outdoor experiences that will help them 
understand our natural world and their relationship with it.   
 
The program included activities for Animals and Habitats, Instincts for Survival and GPS 
Geocaching. 
 
Students saw a porcupine at the Baxter Center! 
 
 

   

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Art Activities at DeSerres at St. Laurent Mall 
Students in grades 1 to 6 had the opportunity to do art activities at DeSerres at St. 
Laurent Mall.  All art supplies, snacks and transportation costs were covered by OCDSB 
Curriculum Services.   
 
Students worked on various art projects with DeSerres staff and Ms. Donato.  Each 

teacher received $100 in art supplies for their class.  A BIG thank you to DeSerres 

and Ms. Donato for these wonderful hands-on and creative art experiences! 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Meet Ms. Landon 
 
Ms. Landon has been a volunteer at Cambridge for many 
years. She has an impressive collection of lego blocks.  As 
you can see by the pictures, the students are enjoying 
creating various things using the lego blocks.   

 

 
 

 

  
 

 

 
 
The YMCA –YWCA is offering Holiday Camps over the winter break on December 27 
and 28 and January 2, 3 and 4.  Extended care is also available, 7-9am, and 4-6pm.    
For more information contact Zoe Rikhtegar, Coordinator, Child, Youth and Family 
Programs. 
 
T: 613-237-1320 x 4069       zoe.rikhtegar@ymcaywca.ca 
ymcaywca.ca      Facebook      Twitter 
 

mailto:zoe.rikhtegar@ymcaywca.ca
http://www.ymcaywca.ca/
http://www.facebook.com/ymcaywca
https://twitter.com/#!/YMCAYWCA_Ottawa


OCDSB Senior Staff, Administrators and Instructional Coaches 

Learning  

Superintendent Olga Grigoriev, Louise Labonté, Principal at Cambridge Street 
Community PS, Sherwyn Solomon, Principal at York Street PS and Lakesha Young, 
OCDSB Instructional Coach at a learning session in the Boardroom at 133 Greenbank 
on Wednesday, November 28, 2018.   
 
Picture tweeted by OCDSB. 
 

 

 

Shining Lights in our Front Entrance 

 

 

 

We recently put up a tree with some decorations and shining lights.  

The main office was also decorated. 



Meet Ms. Inessa Shapiro 

Ms. Shapiro is an Itinerant Teacher for the Deaf and 

Hard of Hearing.  Ms. Shapiro works 4 days a week 

at Cambridge. 

 

Reading Robert Munsch 

 

Reading Robert Munsch books with a 

partner and individually writing a bit about 

each book they read in their Robert 

Munsch notebooks. Photos are of 

collaboration, and beginning the writing. 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 



Growing Plants  

   

Students in the Grade 3/4 class are learning how to grow and take care of plants.   

 

 

 

Join the Conversation: 
Building Brighter Futures Together – Nov. 21st to Dec. 12th 
 
You can now join the conversation and participate in setting the District priorities for the 
next four years.  We want to know what is important to you and what we do well; where 
we can improve; and what our priorities should be. 
 
Please note, your thoughts will be shared exactly as you write them.  You will not be 
identified, and your name is not associated with your comments.  Your name and 
email address will NOT be shared with anyone. The conversation will be moderated 
to ensure it is respectful to everyone. Participation can take as little as five minutes 
to complete.  
 
To participate, please view your email from ‘Building Brighter Futures’ and click on  
your unique code. Review and approve the terms of use, then click “Continue”. You  
do not have to sign in or create a login. 
 
If you need assistance and/or have questions contact us by email 
at buildingbrighterfutures@ocdsb.ca or by phone at 613-596-8211 extension 8402. 
 

mailto:buildingbrighterfutures@ocdsb.ca


 
 

LITERACY TIPS FOR PARENTS 
 
 

 
TALK WITH YOUR CHILD 
 
It is very important both to listen to children read aloud and to continue to read to them 
even after they become independent, fluent readers.  There are many different ways of 
reading together:  taking turns reading pages, reading in unison and stopping to talk 
throughout the reading.  Children choose books about topics that interest them, and 
your interest in the same books will lead to rich conversations that will build talking and 
listening skills. 
 

 
If you’re stuck, here are some “talk 
starters” to get your conversation 
going: 
 

 What did you notice about…. 

 What else could you have done…. 

 What would you do if…. 

 What would happen if… 

 How do you know that? 

 Convince me about that! 

 
As you are listening 
 

 If it’s a book being read, show your 
child that you are enjoying the book 
by being curious and asking 
questions. 

 Make connections to what he or she 
already knows. 

 Rephrase what you are hearing. 

 Be patient.  Make sure your child 
has enough time to figure out tricky 
words. 

 After reading, talk about interesting 
and puzzling parts of the book. 

 
BUILD HABITS OF UNDERSTANDING 
 
You child is growing up in a media-rich, technological world.  Changes in society are 
happening so quickly that children need time to think about the underlying messages in 
print or in other media.  Here are some ways you can help to foster critical literacy skills: 
 

 Help you child understand the speaker’s viewpoint or perspective. 

 Discuss the fairness of the message and look for the misleading effects of 
missing information. 

 Talk about how language is used to persuade people – for example, talk about 
the powerful effects of language in advertising. 



 Ask if your child has learned something new that prompts new questions.  Does it 
change what your child thinks about the topic?  How can he or she find out if it is 
accurate? 
 

 
 

To encourage your child to read critically, ask questions: 

 What is this book about?  Why are you interested in reading it? 

 What does the author of this news article want us to know or think? 

 Does the writer want us to believe something? 

 How has the author used words and images to communicate the message? 
 
 
 
Office Communications 
Communication will be shared through School Messenger (email messages), monthly 
newsletters and on our school website.  Please contact the office if you have had a 
change in your contact numbers or your email address. 
 

 
Ways to reach us: 

 
Our school office is open from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. (Monday to Friday). 

School phone number:  613-239-2216 

Visit our website at:  https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca 

Twitter: @CambridgeOttawa 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
School Council Meeting 

Thursday, January 31, 2019 at 5:30 p.m. 
All parents are welcome!  
 Free childcare provided. 

 

https://cambridgeps.ocdsb.ca/


 
 
Friday, December 7:  JK to Grade 2 visit the Children Theatre Show “The Invisible 
Dragon” at Glebe HS at 10:30 a.m. 
 
Monday, December 10:  Sound in Living Colour with artist Kathryn Patricia (JK to Gr. 2) 
Tuesday, December 11:  Sound in Living Colour with artist Kathryn Patricia (Gr. 3 to 6)   
Wednesday, December 12:  OrKidstra Concert (2:25-3:25 p.m.).  Parents are welcome 
to attend. 
Wednesday, December 12:  Friday Schedule 
 
Monday, December 17:  Refresh Your Wits Assembly (11:40-12:15) 
Thursday, December 20:  Holiday Concert and Sing Along (2:25-3:25 p.m.).  Parents 
are welcome to attend. 
Friday, December 21:  Pizza Day 
 
Monday, December 24, 2018 to Friday, January 4, 2019:  Holiday Break 
 
Monday, January 7, 2019:  First day of school for 2019! 
 
 
 
 

 
 


